
Mexican markets for oats



Mission to Mexico 

• October 30 – November 05

• Coordinated by Saskatchewan Trade and 

Export Partnership (STEP)

• Meetings with buyers

• Insight to Mexican market and trading 

practices



Summary

• 14 meetings with grain buyers

• 7 meetings related to feed and horses

• 7 meetings with representatives of the 
Government of Canada

• 2 tours of supermarkets

• 2 tours of wholesale markets



POGA intelligence on Mexico so far…..

Domestic oat 

production low

Major importers of 

oat products

Growing consumer 

trends towards 

nutritious foods

Canadian food 

perceived as 

nutritious  



Mexico today

• Rising wealth and population

• Demands for food and feed to be 

met (growing 1.2% per annum over 

decade)

• Domestic production not keeping up 

(dropped 0.6% per annum)

• Imports represent 50% of grain 

consumption in Mexico



• Mexico has, on average, low consumption patterns 

of oats when compared to the rest of the world

• Mexico accounts for only 0.7% of oat consumption

• Consumption per capita is only 2 kg per capita per 

year

• Oats are not part of the regular diet the country 

ranked 24th place in the world consumption 

Challenge: high imports levels but low 

consumption 



Canadian Agri-food 

Exports to Mexico

• Canadian Agri-food Exports to Mexico have almost tripled over the last 10 years.

• Exports are expected to continue growing thanks to NAFTA and Mexico’s increasing 

food demand.
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Main Canadian Agri-food Products 

Exported to Mexico

Canola seed

US$906 mill

All types of 

Oats

US$28 mill

2012:

Beef

US$116 mill

Pork

US$131 mill

Chocolate

US$73 mill

Frozen French 

fries

US$53 mill

Canola meal 

and oil

US$37 mill

Lentils

US$23 mill

Wheat

US$284 mill

Kidney beans

US$26 mill

Milk powder

US$10 mill

Barley

US$24 mill

Non-alcoholic 

beverages

US$9 mill

Sauces and 

Seasonings

US$6 mill



Oats and Oat Products
Mexico is world’s second largest oat importer.  

Yearly import demand : 140,000 MT (2012)

2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13 2013/14

May

TY Imports

Albania 0 5 5 0 0

Algeria 0 1 0 9 10

Bosnia and Herzegovina 2 3 5 3 5

Canada 14 21 18 11 20

China 39 57 58 68 50

Colombia 2 2 2 2 5

Ecuador 14 11 11 22 15

EU-27 4 2 6 6 5

Japan 46 56 64 54 60

Mexico 82 46 103 134 100

Norway 8 34 10 49 15

South Africa 33 21 15 11 25

Switzerland 52 49 49 56 50

Turkey 6 0 4 4 5

Uruguay 11 4 11 8 5

Others 5 3 8 9 0

Unaccounted 42 148 170 114 190

United States 1,787 1,607 1,468 1,729 1,500

World Total 2,147 2,070 2,007 2,289 2,060



•Mexican area used for oats has decreased almost 50% and 
production by 30% since the 1980's

•Oat production accounts for less than 1% of total grain 
production in the country



Oat Imports To Mexico

by origin in thousands of tons

Source: http://www.oatinformation.com

http://www.oatinformation.com/


• Canada remains one of the main providers

• Australia has entered the trade, ranking 

the 1st position every year apart from in 

2003, 2005, 2007 and 2011

• In 2011, Chile was the major oat provider 





Market Access for Canadian 

Grains and Pulses

• Under NAFTA, most CDN agri-food products have duty free access to 

Mexico, including grains and pulses.

• Also, Mexico has phytosanitary requirements in 

place for imports of some of the main grains and 

pulses exported by Canada, including: canola, 

wheat, lentils, beans, flax, etc.

• Grains/pulses imported into Mexico have to be accompanied by a phytosanitary

certificate and also need to be  fumigated fumigation exemption available for 

approved companies). 

• Cdn grains/pulses not exported to Mexico in the 

past would require the development of a pest 

risk assessment.



Market Access for Canadian 

Grains and Pulses

• Cdn canary seed exported to Mexico is required to be free of quarantine 

weed seeds (max. of 15 weed seeds/kg found at the border: load allowed 

to be re-cleaned – over 15 weed seeds: load is rejected). A new Pilot 

Program for exports of canary seed is under discussion by the Canadian 

and Mexican plant health authorities.

• Recent issues with the detection of 

soil in shipments of Canadian dry 

beans and lentils to Mexico. Since 

freedom of soil is a Mexican 

requirement for imports of grains 

and pulses, Canadian exporters are 

advised to ensure their shipments to 

Mexico are free of soil.



Four main uses of oats in Mexico:

• General livestock feed

• Human consumption

• Recreation horse feed

• Cosmetic uses



Country of Contrasts

• Mexico has one of the worst records of obesity in the world, 

both in adults and children

• Poor diets and bad habits have meant the number of obese 

people has sky-rocketed

• More than 52 million people live in poverty, surviving with less 

than 50 pesos a day (C$ 4)

• 32% of the Mexican population lives on less than 2.5 dollars, and 

24% on less than 2







Health campaigning in Mexico

• Sponsorship of campaigns conducted 

by the Mexican Ministry of Health 

• National Crusade Against Hunger 
campaign http://sinhambre.gob.
mx/

http://sinhambre.gob.mx/


Human consumption of oats is low but market 

growing  

Main uses: 

• Breakfast cereal

• Beverages









• Mexican consumers recognize the dietary 

benefits of whole grains

• Large-scale marketing campaigns have 

helped to positively influence the 

perception that Mexicans have of oats

• According to Google Analytics, the searches 

for "benefits of oats", "oats diet", "diabetes 

oats", "cholesterol oats“ are key volume 

items









Canadian government study 

• Profile of elite consumers

• Positive reputation for Canada among  

Mexican consumers

• Canada seen as a safe country with a 

good image and trustworthy people

• Interest in healthier food







Key finding of Cdn Gov’t study

“to be successful, Canadian food producers 

must seek distribution through major 

grocery chains, as this is where the majority 

of affluent Mexicans shop and spend their 

grocery dollars”





Feed: growing needs in Mexico

• Growing feed market

• Oats used as feed in dairy but mainly for 

horses – often as forage oats

• Mexico produces horses: 6.8 million of 

world’s  58 million horses are in Mexico 

• Meat from horses also a significant Mexican 

export

• Feed market tends to be low quality and can 

be subject to corrupt buying practices





Promotional materials

• Spanish and English Fact Sheets



Increase Canadian oat profile online 

• www.saboresdecanada.mx : “Tastes of Canada” marketing 

campaign run by Canadian government. Website promotes events 

in restaurants and in supermarket.

• Ad in Canadian “catalogue” of products courtesy of AAFC

• Brand Canada English version sent to AAFC web site

http://www.saboresdecanada.mx/
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